25X1

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/23 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100160041-9

o\Q

<

Next 1 Page(s) In Document Denied

Q"Q?

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/23 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100160041-9




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/23 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100160041-9

£ 100 22V "40.L0d43Q 23S
ao3 sy1 jo joryd> Lindsp swedaq
‘¢861 Ul UOpuoT 03 poudisse seam
SH "AInp jO SIno) OM] PaAIdS oY
a1oym ‘uadeyuado) ur pauonels
sem 9y usym jusle d|qnop e se
CL6T Ul pa)mIdal ISIly Sem ‘7961

11918 Jo ow) 38 gHY popeoy "’
AOdOUYANY TUNX

ouls jJuade g e ‘AySAsIpIOn
*19)e] yonw
Ajuo 10 ‘Aeme Y311 sajeI§ pauN
9y} pswIojur ysnug sy3—uoiysey
Ay e Ut 31 Jo mauy Loy) JI—i1d
-yiaym 10 ‘J9pI0 1861 93 Inoge
SI3Jpuey ysnug Sy pjo3 A§SAIIp
-10) UQUM pIuIes] 9q jou p|nod
1 ‘ojduexa 10, ") Noqe suonsonb
JO sudzop pue ‘9ouanbas AYsAdIp
-105) 93 Ul Syue]q AuBW 318 8I9Y ],
‘mouy 4£3y) jeym 3Buiseaydeied
a1om 10 ‘sydurosuely  Juigoraiqop
AjsAa1p109) 9y woly Junjonb a1om

$321N0S ISIY] JI umouy Jou SI 3|
*uolu() 3191405 9Y3 Moeyie 03 Suio3,,
SEM S9]B]G PIjiu[) dY} JBY} dIom
‘$90Jn0S uRdLIDWY pue ysiIg
Aq pajeja1 Ajeonuapt se ‘9A130.1p

£8-1861 2U3 ul spiom 43y 3y,
*I9JU3D [0I)U0D 9Y)
Yym 9jeqap ued sjuode suoneu
ou Ing ‘uoj3ulysep Ul UONBIISI
-Ujlpe  adu Juixa[j-sposnw ‘vlqe

-301pa1dun 3y) 0) UOIDBITIIA0 O]
03 SA1302MIP }IBIS 9Y} POISPISUOD
‘pies sey A[paniodar AySAdIpIo0n
‘uopuo ui $aA1RISdO gNHY] "0
pInos oejje dy) apnjudews jeym
ut 10 ‘[13ym ‘moy ‘Aym uopuor]
ur sjusde pojlIes syt 03 uoneuerd
-X9 OU 3Ae3 Qunodde S,AYSAIIPIOL)
0) 3uip102oe ‘a1enbg Aysulyzisz(
S,MOJSOJN U0 (£3andas  aje)s
10} 937)1UILI0D 10 ‘UBISSNY UI 37501
-1SDJozag 20uUNISADPNSOL) 121Ut
-0Y,) 993 9Y3 Jo sidjrenbpesy
‘pies
$92IN0S ‘JS9M 9YJ Ul PIJI9IP Sem
J19[e 20UdTIYPIUI SIY} O} polejal
saAour Axejijiul Aue JO 9dUSPIAd ON
*S901IN0S3I IJUIBI[IdIUL JOYJ0 pue
sajfejes Ads u1d1sop\ 03 dqISIA
$9210} J91A0G JO SJUSWIDAOUW UfRT)
Ul 39S pInoM 119]e A1ejijiw y ‘319
Kxejnjnur jeqoj3 10 JeUOIZII B WOI)
paysin3unsip se ‘119e aouadifPiul
ue Juinzodol sem  AYSASIPION

"3y3nejsuo ‘g ) Surpuad
-wt A[pasoddns a3 uo 1eaq y3nu
JeY) uonewrojur jo deros £A19A9
JoUjed 03 pajonisul d1om urelag
ur syuade gny| eyl uolulysepm
pue uopuo-] Ul S13J311Gap pjo3 ‘13q
-w3)dog ISe] pasosIip sem gy
191405 9y3 9pisul jusde aJjqnop
ysniIg e Se SiedA uazop e I9ye
uo09Jep asoym ‘AysAsipion) 39|10
‘S92IN0S pauLIoJul 03 3UIPI0IDY
y'ssnLu
woIj 399J3p 03 1349 juade Ijqnop
ysnLIg panjea jsow ay3 Aq syuow
-39J2)S JO SJURODOE pIULIOJUl O}
Burpioode ‘uoiuf) 391A0G Y yoene
0) 3Juitedord sem sdjelg paNuf)
913 Y3 3uljeIS SANDIIIP MOJSOIN
e Aq 1861 Aj1ed ul j1oje Axeulp
-10B1)X9 U0 paodejd sem gny I91A
-0G 9y} JO uOne)S UopuoT JY]J,
INUM RIS 1504 uojBuryses

Ioprefyl Asuniy Ag

yovgy POy "S[) poumyl Ajpajiodayr uomS g9

w&@m@ w@%w@@ JO ﬁm@@ JO0JIIJ3( ]

POUA

9861 ‘8 LSNINYV ‘AVAIYS 15 v

T

o)) 150,] uorduiyseay M) ‘9861 o

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/23 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100160041-9



Dechs_sified ‘in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/23 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100160041-9

v ————

THE WASHINGTON PoOST

Soviet Defector’s Reports Studied 1 West

DEFECTOR, From Al

station there and in June 1985 was
promoted to station chief.

The British government and the
Reagan administration have de-
clined to make any comment on the
information in this article or even
discuss what was disclosed in Lon-
don about Gordievsky earlier.

The directive received in Lon-
don, by Gordievsky’s account, was
neither a momentary bureaucratic
bungle nor a fleeting alarm inside
the world’s largest espionage and
secret police agency, then headed
by Yuri Andropov. The order re-
mained in force, Gordievsky report-
edly said, through 1982 and until
the end of 1983, when it was lifted
without explanation.

While the order was in effect, on
Nov. 12, 1982, Andropov became
the surprise successor to the long-
ailing Leonid Brezhnev as general
secretary of the Soviet Communist
Party, the first former KGB chief
ever named Soviet leader.

From 1981 to 1983, Gordievsky
reportedly said, special watches
were mounted on all activities of
conceivable relevance to the sup-
posed U.S. threat: movements of
VIPs, U.S.-British meetings, senior
officials’ limousine traffic. Every-
thing was reported to Moscow in
the intelligence sweep—including a
blood drive by the Greater London
Council.

The Washington Post has con-
firmed a story first pieced together
by BBC-TV reporter Tom Mangold

Britain's previously most re-
nowned double agent inside the So-
viet system, Col. Oleg Penkovsky,
whose information was shared with
the United States, was given similar
assurances under similar circum-
stances in 1962 when he risked a
recall to Moscow, As Gordievsky
well knew, the British govern-
ment's inability to make good on
that commitment to Penkovsky cost
him his life.

The 1962 “exfiltration” scheme

“involved a mock mobile trade ex-

hibit led into Eastern Europe by
Peakovsky's intermediary and cou-
rier, British businessman and intel-
ligence agent Greville Wynne. Both
Penkovsky and Wynne were caught.
(Wynne was released in a spy swap
in 1964.)

MI6 is said to have been much
more imaginative in the Gordievsky
case, and even hoped to extricate
Gordievsky’s wife and two daugh-
cers, whom he left behind. Sources
said the plan involved transporting
Gordievsky by land, air and sea, but
details of his escape are still top-
secret. American intelligence ex-
perts suggest that the escape may
still be confounding a furious KGB,
and if so could be usable again in
sorme form.

The 47-year-old Gordievsky has
been under “deep cover” since his
double career was disclosed in Lon-

b don last September. The immediate

and broadcast last November that
Gordievsky made a sensational es- .

i cape from the Soviet Union last
. summer, literally under the nose of
the KGB, just after he was pro-
moted to station chief and was re-
called to Moscow, evidently under
Soviet suspicion.

Admiring British and American
intelligence experts describe the
“exfiltration” of Gordievsky by Brit-
ain’s MI6 as an operation as imag-
inative as anything in cloak-and-
dagger literature. MI6 chiefs, it is
said, assured Gordievsky that if he
signaled from Moscow that he was
in danger, all the resources of Her
Majesty’s Government would be
drawn on to extricate him—a prom-

rebound was expulsion of 31 Soviet
officials and reporters from Britain,
and the reciprocal expulsion of 31
British officials and reporters from
Moscow,

The British are known to consid-
er Gordievsky an unusual defector
in many respects, not only for his
lengthy service as a double agent.
The British reportedly were im-
pressed that Gordievsky had not
broken with his homeland out of
pique or for materialistic reasons,
but sincerely came to believe that
the Soviet system was wrong, and

that his espionage work might help
to change it.

Gordievsky, it has been con-
firmed in Washington—as first re-
ported in London’s Sunday Times in
November—was a unique source of
information in preparing President
Reagan for his summit meeting
with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba-
chev in Geneva last November.

CIA Director William J. Casey,
with the personal blessing of Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher, the
president’s close friend, met secret-
ly with Gordievsky in Britain about
six weeks before the Geneva sum-
mit, sources said.

Casey’s prime interest then ev-
idently was Gordievsky’s firsthand
knowledge of Gorbachev, his wife,
and senior aides; their personalities,
habits, idiosyncracies and operating
style. As deputy KGB station chief
in London, Gordievsky helped to
prepare Gorbachev’s visit to Britain
in December 1984 —three months
before he became Soviet leader—
and worked with the Gorbachev
party throughout its British trip.

Last February, it has been
learned, Gordievsky was brought
secretly to the Washington area for
several days of debriefing by senior
officials of the National Security
Council, the State and Defense de-
partments, and U.S. intelligence
agencies,

Information acquired in those
debriefings has been shared selec-
tively with some senior officials of
the Reagan administration, sources
said, but even many high-level of-
ficials with extensive experience in
East-West relations are still un-
aware of the contents of these de-
briefings, and even of the fact that
they occurred. Informed sources
said that few of the relatively small
number of specialists in East-West
affairs in the U.S. government have
been fully briefed on Gordievsky's
information. These sources ques-
tioned whether the administration
has undertaken a comprehensive
study of Gordievsky’s information
at the policy-making level.
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" " Gordievsky’s information is being
analyzed in the National Security
Council, the CIA, State and De-
fense, and other agencies, sources
said. The level of attention being
given to Gordievsky's reports, how-
ever, is markedly lower in Wash-
ington than in London and other
Western capitals, where the most
experienced specialists on the So-
viet Union are said to be analyzing
it with fascination for the light it
may provide on the early 1980s, the
most chaotic years in Soviet history
in at least a generation.

Senior officials in the Reagan ad-
ministration were operating on the
premise, or conviction, that it was
the United States that was being
“tested” by a threatening, aggres-
sive Soviet Union at the outset of
its first term—not the other way
around.

Secretary of State Alexander M.
Haig Jr. publicly called for “going to
the source” of Marxist-suppported
guerrilla warfare, and explicitly
held the Soviet Union and Cuba re-
sponsible for what was happening in
Central America. Haig wrote in his
memoirs that he was attempting to
shock the Soviet Union—but not
attack it or Cuba.

Soviet Ambassador Anatoliy Do-
brynin, in his first meeting with
Haig on Jan. 29, 1981, was not
merely blocked from his privileged
entry route into the State Depart-
ment; he was bringing a Kremlin
offer for a high-level dialogue point-
ing to an early summit meeting,
which Haig rebuffed. In their first
set of talks, Haig’s memoirs relate,
he read Dobrynin the riot act on
Soviet global behavior, saying the
U.S. priority was “an understanding
on standards of international con-
duct”; the Kremlin especially “must
control its client, Cuba” or “we
would have to take action to protect
our interests and our friends in the
Western Hemisphere.”

The Washington Post has previ-
ously reported that on three occa-
sions during his brief tenure as sec-
retary, Haig unsuccessfully pressed
his colleagues in the administration
to blockade Cuba with American
naval vessels, The Soviet Union has
troops and bases in Cuba, and war-
ships and other vessels'in the Carib-
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bean, where the United States did
mount a major show of force in the
early 1980s.

At the same time, apart from
Reagan’s own challenging anti-So-
viet talk, the secret guidance from
Defense Secretary Casper W.
Weinberger telling the U.S. military
to prepare forces to “prevail” in a
nuclear war became public, and a
trillion-dollar buildup of American
military power was under way.

In its own empire, the Soviet
Union faced an unprecedented and
volatile challenge in Poland. The
decrepit Soviet leadership debated
not only whether, but whes, it
dared risk invading Poland to sup-
press the workers’ Solidarity move-
ment and keep Poland in the Soviet
camp as Washington repeatedly is-
sued dire warnings about the con-
sequences of a Soviet invasion.

Many senior administration of-
ficials scoff now, as they did then, at
the suggestion that the Soviet
Union was genuinely alarmed by
U.S. military moves or public state-
ments, or that Moscow had any jus-
tification for feeling vulnerable. The
“war scare” in the Soviet Union in
1982-83 was deliberately engi-
neered for propaganda purposes,
these officials maintain—a pretext
to create a siege mentality in the
Soviet Union, and to frighten the
outside world about U.S. intentions.

America’s allies, however, had
apprehensions of their own about
where the Reagan administration
was headed, according to West Eu-
ropean officials.

Many Western specialists, includ-
ing some with access to Gor-
dievsky’s reports, attribute Soviet
anxieties in the early 1980s to gen-
uine apprehension about Reagan
administration policy and a tactical
decision to exploit that real con-
cern, primarily for domestic pur-
poses and only secondarily for ex-
ternal purposes.

Many analysts suggest that an
important factor working on the
Kremlin in those years was the ma-
neuvering for position inside the
Soviet hierarchy during Brezhnev's
last illness (he died in November
1982), Andropov’s illness, and his
death in February 1984, Konstantin
Chernenko’s demise on March 10,
1985, and his guccession by Gor-
bachev, a protege of Andropov.

The Soviet leadership referred in
public—in terms that baffled many
Western officials—to a grave inter-
national situation. On Nov. 7, 1983,
for example, Politburo member and
former Leningrad Communist Party
boss Gregory Romanov—who was
to emerge as a major rival of Gor-
bachev in the struggle for leader-
ship—grimly stated in the Kremlin
Palace of Congresses:

“Comrades, the international sit-
uation at present is white hot, thor-
oughly white hot.”

Last February, Gorbachev told
the 27th Communist Party Con-
gress:

“Never, perhaps, in the postwar
decades has the situation in the
world been as explosive and hence,
more difficult and unfavorable, as in
the first half of the '80s. The right-
wing group which has come to pow-
er in the United States and its fel-
low travelers in NATO have turned
away from detente to a military pol-
icy of force.”

Some Western analysts of the So-
viet Union said alarmist rhetoric
like Romanov’s and Gorbachev's is
more understandable in light of ac-
cumulating new information, includ-
ing Gordievsky's revelations. One
West European specialist with ac-
cess to Gordievsky's debriefings
offered this interpretation of Soviet
behavior:

After years of acting on the belief
that the United States under Pres-
idents Richard M. Nixon, Gerald R.
Ford and Jimmy Carter had ac-
knowledged that the Soviet Union
had achieved true superpower sta-
tus, and expecting Reagan to con-
duct a foreign policy not unlike that
of Nixon, the Soviets were caught
off guard by the new Republican
administration.

A series of hard-line statements
and actions from Washington
alarmed the Kremlin: the new ad-
ministration’s denigration of past
arms control agreements or future
negotiations; emphasis on develop-
ment of a rapid deployment force
that could be sent all over the
globe; redeployment of mothballed
battleships and then using one to
bombard Lebanon; and more, all
with the acquiescence of Congress.
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There were also developments in
American strategic policies that
also caused Soviet concern: vastly
increased budgets for weapons, au-
thorization of deployment of MX
missiles and development of Stealth
bombers to penetrate Soviet air-
space; new nuclear-armed Pershing
and cruise missiles in Western Eu-
rope targeted on the Soviet Union.

Altogether, in this analysis, Mos-
cow—which traditionally operates
on worst-case assumptions—may
well have seen the Reagan admin-
istration as not only determined to
force the Soviets back from their
hard-earned superpower status, but
perhaps even to attack it.

Soviet alarm may have hit its
peak in 1983, this analyst sug-
gested, when Reagan unveiled his
Strategic Defense Initiative, using
such grandiose terms to describe it
that Moscow may have concluded it
was much closer to fruition—and & &l
thus to a profound transformation CIA DIRECTOR CASEY
of the strategic balance—than Rea- .+ met secretly with Gordievsky
gan would admit. .

By 1984, this analyst said, Soviet
panic had begun to fade. A careful
second look revealed the complex-
ity of SDI. Reagan himself aban-
doned fierce rhetoric and made
overtures to Moscow, and calmer
assessments began to come in from
Soviet embassies abroad.

This specialist emphasized that
his analysis was based on available
information and his own hypo-
theses. Some other analysts in the
West dispute the validity of any at-
tempt to fill in all the blanks in
Kremlinological reconstructions of
the perceptions and actions of So-
viet leaders.

In any event, veteran Soviet spe-
cialists said, the information Gor-
dievsky brought to the West pro-
vides considerable raw material for
new attempts to comprehend where
the Soviet Union has been—and o 57
where Gorbachev is trying to take PRIME MINISTER THATCHER
it. .+« gave approval for meeting

London correspondent Karen
DeYoung and staff researcher James
Schwartz contributed to this report,
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K.G.B. Defector Helpedthe C.LA.
- Brief Reagan Before Summit Talks

AT

The following article is based on reporting by Leslie H. Gelb and Philip

Shenon and was written by Mr. Gelb.

Special to The New York Times
"don last fall to meet with Mr. Gordivev-

WASHINGTON, Aug. 8 — A Soviet
intelligence agent who defected to the
West last year provided President Rea-
gan with important insights into Mi-
khail S. Gorbachev and Soviet policy
| only weeks before Mr. Reagan met the

Soviet leader in Geneva in November,

American officials say.

The officials said the defector, a for-

I mer K.G.B. official named Oleg G.

Gordiyevsky, had advised Washington

that Soviet leaders, although relentless

in trying to expand their nation’s influ-
ence, were ready to bargain seriously.

Mr. Gordiyevsky, who was once the

London station chief for the K.G.B,, the

Soviet intelligence and internal se-
. curity agency, and who is its highest-

ranking officer to remain in the West,

.also told American officials that al-
though Washington had cause to worry
about Moscow, Soviet leaders were
perhaps even more concerned about
the directions taken by the Reagan .\:-
ministration.

Endorsed Defector’s Views

This complicated picture of Soviet
thinking came at a time when officiais
said Mr. Reagan was just beginning to
emerge from his unclouded sense of the
Soviet Union as the “‘evil empire.’ Mr.
Gordiyevsky reinforced the views of
other defectors like Arkady N. Shev-
chenko, the former high-level Soviet of-
ficial at the United Nations who sought

- asylum in 1978.

To get this information and a per-

sonal impression of Mr. Gorbachev,

tral Intelligence, flew secretly to Lon-

sky. Information provided by the ae-
fector was then used liberally in the
Central Intelligence Agency’s protile of
the Soviet leader prepared for M1. Rea-
gan before the summit meet:uy in
Geneva, sources said.

But the sources said there was an im-
portant piece of information that Mr.
Gordiyevsky provided to his British in-

don apparently did not pass on to Wash-
ington for some time.

Believed U.S. Would Attack

Soviet leaders, he told them, believed
that Mr. Reagan intended to order an
attack against the Soviet Union ur one
of its close allies, perhaps Cul..

Mr. Reagan was said to have been
apprised of this Soviet .belief by the
time of Mr. Casey’s visit.

For over 15 years, Mr. Gordiyevsky
wae a double agent, a spy for Britain

Continued on Page 4, Column 1

l
telligence ‘‘handlers'’ in 1981 that Lon- |

*Unionin Copenhagen in the late 1960’s.
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ou as been widely dis-
cussed in the British press, the story
behind Mr. Gordiyevsky’s long career
as a double agent and his defection con-
tinue to fascinate and perplex Western
intelligence specialists. The case, they !
say, raises important questions about !
the nature of modern-day espionage by
the great powers.

No Doubts of Authenticity

None of the current and former intel-
ligence specialists interviewed raised
serious doubts about Mr. Gordiyev-
sky’s authenticity as a double agent
and defector. But they raised and tried
to answer some of the mysteries about
a career that has been closely guarded
by British intelligence.

These are among the questions:

¢Why did he choose to spy for the
British  M.L.-6  counterintelligence
branch rather than the C.1.A. or other
Western intelligence organizations?

¢ How did he fool Soviet intelligence |
tui 80 long, or is it possible that he!
masqueraded as a British agent whilcx
cuntinuing to serve the Soviet Union? |

4What kind of information has he'
puvided over the years, and what was
its value?

4How did he escape from the Soviet
Union, and why? ‘

Despite early press reports, intelli-
gence sources say, Mr. Gordiyevsky at
first worked exclusively as a double
agent for Britain. He was recruited by
British intelligence, they say, during
his diplomatic service for the Soviet

Shortly after his defection, Danish of-
[ncials indicated that Mr. Gordiyevsky

had also worked directly for Den-

and for @ nime. Denmark. He began
Spyy fOr Luosalt waile serving as a
+juniior K.G.B. officer in Copenhagen in
-1966, his first foreign assignment.
His last days as a double agent were
‘marked by what sources said was one
of the most creative and daring es-
capes trom the Soviet Union. Contrary
"to information made public last fall
when My, Gordiyevsky’s defection was

announced by the British Government, .

he did not defect in Britain.

Iu the jargon of espionage, his escape
was a “‘clandestine exfiltration.” The
sources said this was not the first tine
that double agents had been smuggled
out of the Soviet Union.

Information provided by Mr. Gor-
diyevsky since the early 1970's seri-
ously disrupied K.G.B. activities in
Britain and Scandinavia, sources said.
His information was also instrumental,
they said, in the arrest and conviction
of Arne Treholt, a former Norwegian
diplomat who was sentenced to 20
years in prison for spying for the Soviet
- Union,

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/23 :

mark’s intelligence service from the
start, but American sources discount
those accounts.

Britain, they said, knew that it could
not oversee Mr. Gordiyevsky in Den-
rmark without the logistical help of the
Danish Government. That understand-
ing later promyted British officials to
reveal his 1dentity to the Danes and

permul them direct contact with the
Soviet official.

Someiime during his years in Copen-
ha,:gx, Ainerican officials said, Mr.
Gurdiyevsky faced the choice of work.
ing for M.1.-6 or the C.I.A.

A former key intelligence official
said there was substantial competition
between M.1.-6 and the C.1.A.'s deputy
directorate for operations, which han-
dles secret agents. He pointed out that
the two agencies often compete for the
Same sources, particularly in the Mid.
dle East, where the agencies tried to
steal each other’s agents.

CIA-RDP91-00561R000100160041-9
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C.1.A. officials say that over the
years many K.G.B. agents have de-
fected to the United States and worked
with the agency. The agents chose the
United States, the officials said, be-
cause of their feeling that British intel-
ligence had been penetrated over the
years by the K.G.B.

This perception notwithstanding, in-

A73AVIJM AATPULALIVIA VILCU

telligence officials in Washington said
M.1.-6 had an international reputation
for high professionalism in handling
spies.

The reputation of the British intelli-
gence services for sophistication ...
discretion is believed to be the c!.ic:
reason Mr. Gordievsky decided to spy

* for the British rather than other inteili-
gence services, the sources said.

Mr. Gordiyevsky, they said, do -
less appreciated efforts to place hi' ..

. the company of Russian-speaking ' it
ishagents and to provide little info. -i::-
tion to journalists after announcer. -t
of his defection.

Yurchenko Treatment a Contras: |

His treatment contrasted shaiply
with the American handling of Vitalyv S.
Yurchenko, a K.B.G. official of higher
rank than Mr. Gordiyevsky who dJe-
fected to the United States last yea: but
later escaped from C.I.A. custody uad
returned to Moscow.

: example, a K.G.B. officer masquer. 1-
| ing as a British agent who actually con-
i tinuee to serve Moscow — are a great

vide 2 great deal of important informa-

Mr. Yurchenko and other defeciors:
who have been handled by the C.1.A.;
have complained bitterly about Arner. |
ican treatment, saying that they were’
rarely allowed to converse in Russian,
and that details of their escapes were:
often leaked by official sources. Mr.
Yurchenko, for example, was said to be
furious that his defection was de-
scribed in detail in American newspa-|
pers.

The sources said British handling of
Mr. Gordiyevsky was a good part of the
explanation of how he managed to
evade detection by the K.G.B. for so
many years.

I'he danger to any double agent
comes primarily, the sources said,
from his handlers’ taking advantage of
his inside information too hastily. But
the British showed tremendous re-
straint. For instance, they did not
move against other K.G.B. agents
whose identities were disclosed by Mr.
Gordiyevsky. Doing so would have led
the K.G.B. quickly back to him.

There is a belief in the international
intelligence community that American
officials will occasionally fall prey to

palitica  oncerns and move too quickly
against .wviet operatives identified by
a double (pent.

aecision to spy for Britain ..
solve another puzzle for current and
former intelligence officials. They
noted that when a K.G.B. agent of Mr.

: Gordiyevsky’s status defects, the wel-
coming Government usually takes ac-
tion against its own citizens who are
spying for Moscow.

But in the Gordiyevsky case, the only
action taken by the British Govern-
ment was to expel 31 Soviet dipiomats,
journalists and other aides, an action
that prompted the Soviets to retaliate
in equal measure.

Two sources said Mr. Gordiyevsky
had identified several British citizens

' the story of Mr. Gordivevsky's
28 o

i ceptive by those who knew him in Co-

who spied for the Soviet Union. They
further indicated that Prime Minister
; Margaret Thatcher and her aides de-
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uldat ineir case woula not be conclusive
in the courts and that opposition politi- |

-cians would criticize the Government

for playing politics with the delicate
subject of spying.

Another source said he believed that
Mr. Gordiyevsky might have identified
British citizens who were nevertheless
not paid agents.

Still other sources offered an even
more intriguing explanation. Thev rea- |
soned that Mr, Gordiyevsky h«as uoen
holding back some information . ~ pro-
tect his family, all or most of whom are
-1i. said to be in the Soviet Union. |

Triple Agents Called Rare

Nonetheless, the judgment of British
and American intelligence officinls is
that Mr. Gordiyevsky was a genuine
double agent and is a genuine del- tor.

In general, these experts say the be-
lieve that so-called triple agents — for

rariy.
Triple agents, they said, must pro-

t:on ' establish their credibility. All o
the: . given, in the case of a tripl
agent, for the sake of propoundin;
sorne important piece of misinforma
tion later on.

A former intelligence agent, reflect
ing the views of most of his colleagues
suid triple agents were almost alway
“not worth it” and “romantic movi
fiction.”

The consensus in London and Wash
ington is that the information Mr. Gor.
diyevsky provided has been sound and
useful. Government sources in Wash-
ington said he had provided intelli.
gence agencies with details of K.G.B.
operations in Scandinavia and Britain,
which are known as major intelligence-
gathering outlets for the Russians.

Called Familar With Politburo

They said he also had a strong know!-
edge of the workings and policies of the
Soviet Politburo, the policy-making
body of the Communist Party. The
Politburo, the sources noted, outlines
the policies followed by the K.G.B. and
its agents.

According to the Government
sources, Mr. Gordiyevsky was of enor-
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Much of what Mr. Gordiyevsky said
over the years underlined Soviet para-
noia about the United States, particu-
larly Moscow’s fear over the intentions
of the Reagan Administration.

Officials are of two minds about his .
disclosure in 1981 of Moscow’s con-
cerns that Washington was planning
military action against the Soviet
Union or its allies. Although a few Brit-
ish officials were said to believe that
the Russians did indeed fear an attack,
vther intelligence agents discounted
thi« noting that Soviet military forces
di¢ 10t take steps indicating they were
preparing for war.

It is not clear how much of what Mr.
Gordiyevsky told the British was
passed on to Washington, although
there are strong indications that his
identity was not revealed. Adm. Stans-
fictd Turner, a former Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence, said, ““It’s accepted
pructice to be very circumspect in de-
scribing a source, but I'm not com-
menting on this case.”

Another former key intelligence otfi-
cial said London and Washington “wil}
share information but not details on the
source itself.”

Mr. Gordiyevsky's intimate knowl.
edge of the Kremlin leadership was
what led Mr. Casey to travel to Loadon
last fall.

Mr. Gordiyevsky was twice assigned
10 Denmark, from 1966 to 1970 as an
attaché in the Soviet Consulate in Co-
penhagen, and from 1972 to 1978 in a
variety of posts at the Soviet Embassy.

He was later transfered to London as
head of we palitical section of 1he

K.G.B. in the Sevict Embassy, fneghos
SPring. of 1485, he was elery, o .
K.G.B. stauon cuief in London.

shox'tly after his promotion, sources
said, he was unexpectedly summoned
back to Moscow.

There was said to be considerable
discussion among his British handlers
over whether to let him 80. The sources
said the handlers clearly remembered
Oleg V. Penkovsky, a high-ranking
Soviet military intelligence officer who
provided important information to the
British in the early 1960’s.

He, too, was called home, and his
British handlers allowed him to return,
By that time, however, the K.G.B. had

mous help when Mr. Yurchenko de-
fected to the United States last year.
This defection set off an animinated de-
bute in the intelligence community
aver whether Mr. Yurchenko was actu-
wiy a high-ranking K.G.B. officer.
Mr. Gordiyevsky, sources said, was
one of the first to confirm that Mr. Yur-
chenko was who he said he was.
Described as sophisticated and per-

penhagen and London, Mr. Gordiyev-
sky is also thought to have provided
Western intelligence officers with in-

discovered that he was a double agent.
He was imprisoned in Moscow and exe-
cuted in 1963. :

. Mr. Gordiyevsky went back. Accord-
Ing to sources, he quickly determined
that he was in danger in Moscow and

signaled his handlers that he was in
trouble. The British then set in motion
an elaborate plan to spirit him out of he
country, sources said. Similar plans
had been used before, and details about
them have been guarded with the ut-
most secrecy.

sight into the thinking of key Soviet
leaders, including Mr. Gorbachev. As
the K.G.B. station chief in London, he
helped plan and run Mr. Gorbachev’s
visit to Britain in the spring of 1985 to
meet with Mrs. Thatcher.

It could not be learned what informa-
tion, if any, he provided about the as-
cendancy of the former head of the
K.G.B., Yuri V. Andropov, to the lead-
ership of the Communist Party in 1982.
Mr. Andropov died in 1984.
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Reported KGB alert
to possible U.S. attack
denounced by analysts

By Bill Gertz

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A report that the Soviet KGB intelligence
service went on alert against a possible U.S.
military attack in 1981 has been denounced as
“disinformation” by several intelligence ana-
lysts.

The analysts say the report wrongly makes
it appear that tensions between the United

States and the Soviet
NEWS Unionin the early years of

the Reagan administra-
ANALYSIS tion were caused by harsh

administration rhetoric
and rising U.S. defense budgets.

The report said KGB officials believed the
United States was going to attack the Soviet
Unionin early 1981. The alert was maintained
until late 1983, according to the report in Fri-
day's editions of The Washington Post.

The report was based on sources familiar
with material provided by Soviet KGB defec-
tor Oleg Gordicvsky, who ran KGB operations
in Britain until last year.

A report in Saturday’s New York Times
said the KGB alert also included the possibil-
ity of a U.S. attack against Soviet allies, per-
haps Cuba.

“The story as it was written in the Post is
the straight Soviet disinformation line,” said
George Carver, a former CIA deputy director
now with Georgetown University's Center for
Strategic and International Studies.

“I found it very hard to believe that Oleg
Gordievsky said all the things the Post quoted
him as saying, because much of the analysis
put into his mouth was fairly standard Soviet
disinformation.”

Disinformation is false or partially true in-
formation that is planted by intclligence agen-
cies in media outlets to influence policies and
public opinion.

Mr. Carver said the Soviets have been say-
ing since 1981 that the U.S. decision to place
medium-range missiles in Europe was
“bringing the world to the brink of war”

He also said he doubted that Mr. Gor-
dievsky, as indicated in the Post account, had
ever said the “Soviet panic” over a possible

(VARSI Tow T 5%

US. attack ended when President Reagan
“abandoned his fierce rhetoric and made
overtures to Moscow.”

The article presented false arguments that
US. defense increases and tough rhetoric
against Soviet involvement in such places as
Afghanistan caused the Soviets “bellicose de-
fense posture,” Mr. Carver said. “That’s disin-
formation Class A"

Mr. Gordievsky began supplying informa-
tion to British intelligence in the early 1970s.
Last year, he was KGB station chief in London
until he was suddenly recalled by Moscow.
Subscquently, he was smuggled out of the So-
vict Union by Western agents and granted
political asylum in Britain.

He has supplied British officials with the
names of more than 100 Britons, including
two members of Parliament, who served as
agents and collaborators of the KGB, accord-
ing to Western intelligence sources.

One high-level intelligence source dis-
misscd the Post report as “part disinfor-
mation, part truth,” but would not ¢laborate.

Post reporter Murrey Marder, author of the
article, dismissed the suggestion his story
contained false information.

Mr. Marder said he “stands by" the facts of
the story “with all the qualifications in it."

The Post was unable to determine if the
phrase “going to attack” was spoken by Mr.
Gordicvsky or was paraphrased by intelli-
gence sources who leaked the material.

Angelo Codevilla, who spent nine years as
amember of the Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee staff, called the reports of the KGB's intel-
ligence alert “a castle of sand built for the
purpose of disinformation.”

Mr. Codevilla, now a senior research fellow
at the Hoover Institution in Stanford, Califor-
nia, said the KGB was probably secking data
about the incoming Reagan administration in
1981. As a result, the agency probably issued
new information-collecting requirements to
its agents stationed throughout the world.

“The spin that someone is trying to put on
this is making ‘dog bites man’ into ‘man bites
dog. " Mr. Codevilla said. “That is, that an
intelligence service should be on the lookout
for anopponent’s plans to attack, is not news.”
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